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The Montana Criminal Law Information Research Center (MCLIRC) of the School of Law at 
the University of Montana, Missoula, will begin serving the state's criminal justice system 
on Monday, Nov. 1. 
The center will furnish free legal research on criminal law questions to trial judges, 
prosecutors, command law enforcement officers, public defenders and court-appointed defense 
counsel throughout Montana. The MCLIRC's purpose is to provide its users with statewide 
access to the extensive criminal law research capability of the Law School's library. Such 
previously 
capability was not I available to most users in the state. 
Each potential user will be formally notified by mail of the availability and scope of 
the center's services. The center will accept collect calls from its users at 243-6492. 
Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the UM Law School, recently announced that Douglas L. 
Inhofe has been hired as the center's director. Prof. Inhofe received his bachelor of arts 
degree from the University of Oklahoma and his law degree from Cornell Law School, where he 
served on the Law Review. 
Inhofe previously worked in a Washington, D.C., law firm as an assistant to the Air 
Force's general counsel in the Pentagon, and as law clerk to the Chief Judge of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. 
The MCLIRC will also employ a full-time legal secretary and six student researchers, 
two of whom will also act as assistant directors. The students will be selected on the 
basis of proven academic competence and interest in criminal justice. 
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The center has been funded under an $83,000 grant from the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration (LEAA) of the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant was obtained through the 
joint effort of Sullivan and the Montana Board of Crime Control. 
A similar project has been conducted by Creighton University Law School, Omaha, Neb., 
since 1974 and has recently been designated as "an exemplary project" by the LEAA. 
Law students at UM will conduct the research and prepare legal memoranda. Each 
memorandum will be reviewed for completeness and accuracy and then phoned or mailed to the 
requesting party. The memoranda will be summarized for later publication or dissemination to 
others with similar legal questions. 
Copies of cases, law review articles and other legal materials will be available on 
request without charge. Law books may be checked-out from a circulating collection. 
A newsletter will be sent out periodically to MCLIRC users. Briefing sessions 
concerning available services will be held in various locations throughout the state. 
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